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Dr. Spennemann has given us the first English-
language book on the German Era in the
Northern Marianas Islands. Based on original
sources, well illustrated with rare photographs,
and sprinkled with maps and tables, Aurora
Australis offers rewards to the general reader as
well as to scholars concerned with the Ger-
many’s colonial efforts in the Pacific.

The Northern Marianas, having been
colonized hundreds of years before the rest of
Micronesia, posed few problems for German
administrators. Georg Fritz, district officer for
the first half of the German administration,
found a small population of 2,000 Chamorros
and Carolinians awaiting his arrival in 1899.
Fritz, fluent in Spanish and well versed in
German administrative law, proved himself an
extremely dynamic and capable district officer.
A homestead program was initiated to attract
settlers from other Micronesian islands; com-
pulsory, bilingual education was instituted; a
militia was formed; and coconut plantations

were promoted to make the colony a paying
proposition.

We find that the number of German offi-
cials and settlers never exceeded 13 during the
colony’s brief existence. Officials often wore
two or more hats, with Fritz himself serving as
a German teacher. Still, despite the devoted ef-
forts of the colonizers and the cooperation of
the colonized, the German Marianas never be-
came self-supporting. And most of the thou-
sands of coconut trees planted were destroyed
in the great typhoons of 1905. Fritz’s efforts to
attract settlers were moderately successful, but
the population of 1912, some 3,170 souls, was
hardly enough to sustain an economy based on
tropical agriculture.

Aurora Australis supplements Dr. Hiery’s
huge 1000-page anthology of articles, Die
deutsche Suedsee, and presents a good model for
needed future works on the Spanish and Japa-
nese administrations in the Northern Marianas.


