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Directly north of the northwestern corner of Joachim De Brum’s house are two small in-
ground circular cisterns now disused but quite convenient for rubbish disposal as evidenced in
Figure 18.  Composting material indicates it may be intended later for growing pumpkins.

A much larger concrete cistern (Figure 19) that was refurbished during the 1984 stabilisation
programme is several metres further north again.  Joachim built an office on top of this cistern
with steps attached to the southern wall, the anchoring points for which are visible in the
photograph.  Another darkroom was built against the northern wall of the cistern using the
natural cooling provided by the water filled cistern to preserve photographic chemicals.
During the 1984 maintenance project, the cistern was also connected to new guttering that had
been installed on the main house to reduce the effect of roof over-pour that had been thor-
oughly wetting veranda timbers.  Unfortunately this guttering has since been damaged and, as
illustrated in Figure 19, is again disconnected from the cistern.

The dining room and kitchen (Figure 20) were constructed separately about 14 metres south-
east of the main house.

Figure 20 : Dining Room/Kitchen (c.1920): Joachim De Brum House, Likiep, RMI; facing south-east;
Photo; De Brum Collection, Alele Museum, Majuro; with permission Leonard De Brum

This photograph shows that the building was originally elevated on short concrete piers,
whereas Jelks shows that by 1977 the elevated floor had been replaced by a concrete floor
poured over a core of sand (Jelks & Jelks 1978).  Two small cisterns were installed, one on
the eastern and the other on the western sides of the kitchen.  Between the kitchen on the right
or southern end and the dining room on the left or northern end, a breezeway is visible paral-
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leling the prevailing winds for maximum effect.  The dining area was itself cooled by the un-
restricted flow of air through open slatted walls.

Although requiring maintenance, this building was still present in 1977 (Jelks & Jelks 1978)
and 1984 (Roberts 1984).  Both preservation project teams photographed it and commented
on its continuing presence and deteriorating state of repair, but took no further action.  It suf-
fered further extensive storm damage in about 1987 (pers. comm. Leonard De Brum, October
1999) when several homes were also severely damaged.  Unfortunately it was not repaired
following this storm and has continued its rapid deterioration since with only some of the
foundations now remaining (Figure 21).

Figure 21 : Foundations of Dining Room/Kitchen; Joachim De Brum House, Likiep, RMI; facing
southwest

All building material that may have been reused has disappeared.  Note the corroding water
pump in the foreground and pumpkin vine growing in the centre-background.  A large cast
iron stove used by the De Brum family at the turn of the century was reported to have been
present in 1984 (US National Park Service 1984), but could not be found during this survey.

Likomju De Brum House

Approximately 85 meters north of the main house, Joachim built a house for Likomju De
Brum in 1907 (U. S. National Park Service, 1984).  Using the same highly functional concept
of three rooms with a wide veranda on all four sides, Likomju’s house differed from the main
house by being built on a poured concrete slab rather than on piers.  When surveyed, this
property was found to be in a very much poorer condition than was Joachim De Brum’s house
(Figure 22 & Figure 23).
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Figure 22 : Likomju De Brum's House; Likiep, RMI; facing northeast

Figure 23 : Likomju De Brum's House; Likiep, RMI; facing southeast

Corrugated iron roofing panels have corroded badly and other panels are missing or loose, the
house and veranda have been damaged by storms, and veranda supports have fallen down.
Piles of disused material comprising wood scraps, old corrugated iron, wooden palettes, and
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(at the time of survey) a dog carcass, have accumulated on the front (western) veranda.  The
disused timber could very easily become a refuge for termites and a means of their transfer
elsewhere if the timber was reused without treatment.

More rubbish has accumulated in the southern room and rests in a standing pool of water on
the concrete floor.  The extensively damaged roof permits water to enter this room freely, a
factor that has encouraged active fungal growth.  Structural timber has consequently rotted
and external timber cladding has completely separated from the frame (Figure 24).

Figure 24 : Timber Rot - Likomju De Brum's House; Likiep, RMI; facing northwest

While surveying this house, forty historically and culturally significant business books were
found in a broken plastic container in the southern room (Figure 25). These books comprised
ledgers, journals, invoice books, and receipt books associated with the Jaluit Gesellschaft and
A. Capelle & Co. and recorded business transactions dating between 1908 and 1920.  These
highly significant books were roughly stacked in a broken styrofoam container that was rest-
ing in a pool of water, surrounded by corroding tools and decaying rubbish.  In spite of the
high quality of the material from which these books were made, the constant damp had pro-
vided ideal conditions for mould and fungi and they were deteriorating in the poor conditions.

Pending professional curation by the RMI’s Historic Preservation Office, they were moved to
elevated wooden palettes and other stands in the parlour to dry and air (Figure 26).

Several photographs were also found in cupboards and scattered on the floor.  Leonard De
Brum subsequently identified the photographs as originating from the 1920s and 30s and their
subjects as family members.  All photographs have now been included in his personal collec-
tion of family memorabilia.
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Outbuildings associated with this house including kitchen, dining room, a well and a bath-
room, remain (Figure 27).  The well continues to function and now provides water for the
Likiep Plantation Haus (sic) hotel.

Figure 25 : Business Books standing in rubbish and water; Likomju De Brum House, Likiep, RMI

Figure 26 : Books spread out to dry, Likomju De Brum House, Likiep, RMI
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Figure 27 : Plan of Likomju De Brum House

Other Structures

Community Centre

The Japanese built Likiep’s first Community Centre in about 1920 (U. S. National Park Serv-
ice 1984).  A concrete foundation block (Figure 28) showing the remains of veranda posts, a
veranda and an internal foundation wall, is all that remains.
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Figure 28 : Community Centre Foundations & Spanish Cistern; Likiep, RMI

‘Spanish’ Water Cistern and Ship Dock

Spain is commonly reported to have constructed a large water cistern and ship dock between
1885 and 1887.  José De Brum and Adolph Capelle used both extensively and built their of-
fice above the cistern (U.S. National Park Service n.d.), and substantial remains of both
structures still stand near the community centre.

The walls of the cistern are almost a metre thick and are constructed of three layers (Figure
29).  The first consists of limestone blocks, the second of fired clay bricks, and the internal is
cement render about two centimetres thick.  Measuring approximately eight metres long (east-
west) by seven metres wide by one metre high (external) and two metres deep (internal), its
cubic capacity would have been approximately 84 cubic metres (6m x 7m x 2m).  Allowing
for an inlet pipe that enters the southern wall approximately 25 centimetres from the top, the
cistern’s maximum water capacity is estimated to have been approximately 75,000 litres.
Remains of the ship dock (Figure 30) lie about 30 metres northwest.

Built of large slabs of beachrock and backfilled with crushed coral, the structure is about 14
metres long with a central arm extending about five metres into the lagoon (Figure 31). A row
of coral limestone blocks, interspersed with 17 concrete blocks, extend in a generally east-
west direction along the lagoon edge and act as a breakwater.  The concrete blocks were made
from bags filled with a mix of cement and coral pieces, and immersed in the lagoon.  Large
blocks of beachrock were also used to form the central arm.
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Figure 29 : Spanish Water Cistern; Likiep, RMI: facing southwest

Figure 30 : Spanish Dock; Likiep, RMI: facing west
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Figure 31 : Spanish Dock; Likiep, RMI: facing west

Japanese Sundial

The brick pedestal upon which the Japanese sundial was set still remains and is about 21 me-
tres north of the ‘Spanish’ cistern.  The sundial itself is missing as reported by the US Na-
tional Park Service (1984).

Cemeteries

José Anton De Brum was born in 1837 and
died in 1901.  He was buried by his eldest
son Joachim on Entrance Island, an unin-
habited island overlooking the main en-
trance to Likiep lagoon.  A small cemetery
here contains the graves of several people,
one of which has a grave and head stone in
the western Christian tradition (Figure 32).
The gravesite is not managed overtly, but
family members visit from time to time to
remove encroaching vegetation from the
small clearing and tidy the crushed coral
spread on the grave.  The bottle-lined grave
of an unknown Marshallese can be seen
immediately behind the headstone in which
one of José’s close associates is believed to
be buried (pers. comm. Joe De Brum, Octo-
ber, 1999).

Figure 32 : José De Brum's Grave; Likiep, RMI:
facing west
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Figure 34 : Graves of Adolph & Sophie Capelle; Likiep, RMI; Photo: US National Park Service, 1984

Adolph Capelle died in 1905 followed
by his wife Sophie in 1923 (U. S. Na-
tional Park Service, 1984).  They are
buried (Figure 34) in another small pri-
vate cemetery near the original A.
Capelle & Co office.

In accordance with his expressed
wishes, Joachim and his wife, Lijoan,
are buried together in a grave in the
Likiep Village cemetery next to the
Protestant Church (Figure 33).  No
special treatment is afforded this neat
but unpretentious gravesite.

Figure 33 : Grave of Joachim and Lijoan De Brum;
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Moveable Items/Features

Furniture

Major items of furniture remaining in the main house were mapped as found (Figure 38).  The
large parlour was dominated by teak furniture.  The largest and heaviest items were a revolv-
ing circular table with three matching arm-chairs, all ornately hand-carved with a Chinese
dragon motif (Figure 36).

Other teak furniture, all featur-
ing the same motif, was placed
around the room and includes
smaller straight chairs, wall
mounts, stands, several small
tables, and a large wall stand
(Figure 35).

A teak room divider (Figure
37), again carved in the dragon
motif, has silk panels that have
faded through phototropic dete-
rioration, but retains an evoca-
tive elegance.  Several other
items have marble or ivory in-
lays.  Originally purchased by
Joachim De Brum from China
early in the twentieth century,
this elegant furniture contrib-
utes substantially to the cultural
ambience of this remarkable
home by providing a major
connection with Joachim’s
‘trader’ lifestyle.

Other items include a carved
teak elephant with ivory inlays
(Figure 39) and a roll top desk
(Figure 40) with several other
artefacts including a chro-
nometer, microscope, and a
clockwork recording (one
week) barometer.

Figure35  : Teak Wall Stand; Joachim De Brum House,

Likiep, RMI: Parlour
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Figure36 : Parlour; Joachim De Brum House, Likiep, RMI: facing east.

Figure 37 : Teak & Silk Panel Divider; Joachim De Brum House, Likiep, RMI: Parlour
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Figure 38 : Joachim De Brum House – Spatial Arrangement of Furniture

An ornate enamelled cast iron lantern hangs in the centre of the parlour. It replaced a four-jet
gas lamp that was fed from an acetylene gas generator designed and built by Joachim.  The
gas also fuelled lights on the verandas, one on each of the southern and northern sides and two
on the western veranda.  Although corroded, original gas pipes run from the southern veranda
up to the loft and across the house before feeding into lines to the parlour and northern ve-
randa.

Leonard De Brum (pers. comm. October 1999) advised this arrangement allowed his father to
entertain the islanders with food and dancing, something he “loved to do” regularly.  He
would play selections from his library of cylinder records on his gramophone and almost eve-
ryone would dance and sing.  Lee (1984, p. 16) reports that approximately five hundred cylin-
der recordings were retrieved and preserved – it is not clear whether these have been docu-
mented.  Most of the records are wax cylinders and are badly deteriorated with heavy growths
of mould.  Others are made from bakelite and are reported to be in a generally excellent con-
dition.



O’Neill & Spennemann

34

Figure 39 : Teak Elephant; Joachim De Brum House, Likiep, RMI: Parlour

Figure 40 : Parlour - Roll Top Desk and other Items ; Joachim De Brum House, Likiep, RMI.
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Lee also notes that when the wax cylinders became worn or damaged they were washed in
kerosene and subsequently re-recorded on-site on Likiep.  If this report is correct, these lo-
cally recorded cylinders have enormous significance and may be among the first sound re-
cordings made in Micronesia.

Library

Six bookcases were arranged in the southern bedroom.  This room has one internal and two
external doors, all of which were securely locked and barred.  It also has two windows (both
on the southern wall) that were also locked and nailed fast with wooden shutters.  Each book-
case had glass doors that were also shut and locked.  Only on rare occasions when the veranda
and parlour doors were opened could light and fresh air enter the room.

Where their condition permitted, books were removed from the shelves and catalogued (Table
2).  However, many were so damaged that it was not possible to decipher all their biblio-
graphic details.  In some cases, books were accreted together and the paper so fragile that it
was not possible to get any details without severe risk of further extensive damage – these
books are listed as “unknown”.  Where books could be removed from the shelves but were in
especially poor condition, they were simply dusted and returned unopened – they are listed as
“Unable to Identify”.

Pangelinan (1978) reported there were approximately 1,500 books stored on shelves in the
house in 1977.  In 1999, only 736 books that could be separated and catalogued individually
were found in the bookcases.  After books had been catalogued, cleaned and dusted, the
shelves were also cleaned before the books were returned.  An analysis of the library is pre-
sented elsewhere (Spennemann, O’Neill & O’Neill, in press).

Table 2 : Joachim De Brum’s Library – catalogued 1999

CATEGORY OF BOOKS COUNT %

Biographical 7 0.9%

Technical 66 8.7%

Science 11 1.4%

Maritime (Ship building, engines etc) 30 3.9%

Medical (Including Surgery, Dentistry, Geriatrics) 15 2.0%

Photography 7 0.9%

Fiction 91 12.0%

General 45 6.0%

History 44 5.9%

Literature 21 2.7%

Religion 231 30.3%

Travel 30 3.9%

Unable to Identify 163 21.4%

Unknown N/A -

TOTAL 761 100.0%
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Figure 41 : Library Books and Teak Statuette; Joachim De Brum House, Likiep, RMI

Figure 42 : Library Books; Joachim De Brum House, Likiep, RMI.

Figure 41, Figure 42 and Figure 43 illustrate several shelves of books that were in reasonably
good condition when compared with other shelves.  Many other books, magazines and manu-
scripts, including business papers, were reported (pers. comm. Leonard De Brum, October
1999) to be stored in several locked sea chests behind the bookcases.  These chests were not
opened and their contents were not inventoried.
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Figure 43 : Library Books; Joachim De Brum House, Likiep, RMI.

Tools/Other

Contents of the Storage Shed were briefly assessed and their condition noted.  The shed con-
tained much highly significant cultural property that is directly associated with Joachim De
Brum and Likiep history since 1876.  Examples of items stored in this shed include ship and
household lanterns, typewriter, miscellaneous bowls and containers, crockery and containers
of mixed nuts and bolts, shipwright tools, saws, bits, and ship’s water barrels (Figure 44 &
Figure 45).

Shelving was installed during the preservation project of 1984 (Roberts 1984) and items were
removed from the floor and placed on them for safekeeping.  However, during this survey
many culturally significant artefacts were found spread over the much-cluttered floor where
they could easily be damaged.  Those in the northwestern corner under the most damaged
section of the roof were damp and would be drenched every time it rained.
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Figure 44 : Ships Water Barrels in the Storage Shed; Joachim De Brum House, Likiep, RMI.

Figure 45 : Shipwright Tools; Joachim De Brum House, Likiep, RMI: West Wall


