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Fig. 4.12. Map of the Ralik Islands in the Pacific Ocean.
Redrawn from Otto Ye. Kotzebue’s Atlas, 1821-1823.
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conditions and the population of the islands (Lebedev and
Grekov 1967:193-194; Hezel 1983:90).

Other Russian cruises to the Pacific included the two voyages
of V*S. Khromchenko in the ship ELNA from 1828-1830 and in
the transport AMERICA in 1831-1833. Khromchenko collected
information on and described several of the Marshall
Islands. The transport AMERICA was again in the Marshall
Islands from 1834-1836 under the command of I. I. Schantz.
Schantz discovered 13 uninhabited islands in the Ralik Chain,
which he named the Schantz Islands and which are today known
as Wotho Atoll (Lebedev and Grekov 1967:198).

When Kotzebue arrived in the Marshall Islands in 1816, he
discovered that for all of the activity in the region, these
islanders had been left nearly untouched by European
influences. They had only tools of wood and shell, simple
woven garments and baskets. He also found they were still
making voyages in their graceful, double-ended canoes,
equipped with a single outrigger for balance. Kotzebue
distributed knives and hatchets to the islanders and left
goats and pigs on Wotje. He even had one of his officers
plant a garden and left seeds with the islanders to
supplement their food crops. Eight years later when Kotzebue
returned to the islands, he found that the foodstuffs he had
left were in common use and that the pigs and goats were
being raised on the island of Aur. In general, Kotzebue
described a picture of Marshallese life that was not much
different from that described by Cantova nearly a century
earlier in the central Carolines (Hezel 1983:92-94).

In decided contrast to the Marshalls, the Mortlock Islands
were well acquainted with western culture. When Lutke
arrived in 1828, he noted that axes of shell were no longer
in use, having been replaced by iron (Lutke 1835(2):1091).
The Mortlocks, in addition to being part of a trading network
that included canoe trips to Guam for iron and other goods,
were also receiving visits from the few whaling ships that
were beginning to enter the region. As a result, the
Mortlockese were more sophisticated than the Kosraeans Lutke
had visited and were no longer interested in glass beads or
other trade items. The presence of dogs, cats and fowl on
the islands also spoke of western influence. At each atoll
visited, there was heavy Mortlockese trading of chickens for
knives, scissors and axes. Lutke characterized the islanders
as “... a people that understands trade and knows how to use
it to [the~r] own interests” (1835(2):63).

The French, who had a reputation for scientific exploration
and inquiry, were not sitting idly by while the Pacific was
being explored by other nations. Voyages undertaken by the
eighteenth-century French explorers De Bougainvillea
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(1766-1769) , De Surville (1769-1770), De Fresnes and Crozet
(1771-1773), Le Perouse (1785-1788), Marchand (1790-1792)
and D’Entrecasteaux (1791-1793) concentrated in the South
Pacific Ocean, New Zealand, Australia, Indonesia, South China
Sea, Alaska and the Kuril Islands. The first nineteenth-
century voyage into the Pacific was captained by Nicholas
Baudin (1800-1803). Baudin sailed LE GEOGRAPHE and LE
NATURALIST along more than 3,000 nautical miles of
Australian coastline, as well as a portion of Tasmania and
New Guinea, while making a detailed survey and collecting
information on animals, plants and the native populations
(Garry 1967:204-205, 209).

The French began exploration of Micronesia with the voyage of
Louis de Freycinet during 1817-1819, Freycinet had been a
cartographer on the Baudin expedition and was mandated to
II..*engage in various scientific observations on the physics
of the globe” (Garry 1967:214), The frigate URAMIE left
Toulon in September 1817 and steered for Mauritius and
Australia. Freycinet spent a short time off three atolls
near Truk and eventually arrived at Guam, where he spent more
than two months reprovisioning (refer to Figure 4.11).
During his stay at Guam, Freycinet gathered the information
upon which he based his description of the Carolines included
in the expedition documents.

Following in Freycinet’s footsteps, a former lieutenant under
Freycinet, Louis Isidore Duperry, captained the corvette
COQUILLE through Polynesia, parts of Melanesia and around
Australia from 1822-1825. During May and June 1824, COQUILLE
traversed the Gilbert and Caroline islands while collecting
information in the natural sciences and reporting on their
geography (refer to Figure 4,11), While in the Gilbert
Islands, Duperry discovered Marakei. Duperry also surveyed
part of Truk lagoon and described Kosrae (Garry 1967:215;
Hezel 1983:90-91).

The expeditions of Jules S.C. Dumont d’Urville made major
contributions to knowledge of the western Pacific. His first
voyage, in Duperry’s reliable COQUILLE refitted and renamed
L’ASTROLABE, was charged with continuing his former captain’s
work and with exploration of the Carolines and Palaus and
approaches to New Guinea (Figure
south of Australia, Tasman Bay
Guinea coastline; discovering a
northern shore and an island in
geographical study of the Fiji
remains of the La Perouse ex~edi

4.13). After surveying the
and a portion of the New
pass between New Zealand’s
Cook Strait; undertaking a
Islands; searching for the
tion lost in the Santa Cruz

Islands;
—..

and completing the “survey of-T&k in April 1828,
L’ASTROLABE made for Guam to reprovision. Plans to carry out
extensive surveys of the Carolines and Palaus were aborted
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because of the ill health of his crew (Garry
Hezel 1983:91).

In 1837 d’Urville began his second voyage into

1967:215-218;

the Pacific.
He was instructed to examine the potential for whaling in the
South Polar regions and to extend his explorations in Oceania
(refer to Figure 4.13). Under his command, the corvettes
L’ASTROLABE and LA ZELEE skirted the Antarctic continent and
visited the Marquesas, Tahiti, Samoa, Fiji, Loyalty islands
and the Louisiade Archipelago (Garry 1967:219-220), During
December 1838 and January 1839, d’Urville stopped at Palau
and Yap; however, the majority of his work in the Carolines
focused on Truk. The study of the natural life and the
descriptions of the people of Truk were the first by

Europeans who actually set foot on the island (Hezel
1983;91).

.

The conclusion of d’Urville’s second voyage in 1840 brought
to an end the French era of exploration in the Pacific as
well as the end of European discovery in Micronesia. By 1840
most, if not all, of the islands had been charted and the
detailed descriptions of the people and islands by European
and American explorers filled hundreds of volumes.

The island of Kosrae to the east of the well-acculturated
Mortlocks was still unaffected when visited by the French
Captain Duperrey in 1824. The islanders followed the
Frenchmen and were amazed at their white skin and clothing.
The Kosraeans were unacquainted with iron and had to be shown
how to use iron hatchets (Lesson 1839:459-514). Three years
later, however, Lutke found that iron hatchets were in common
use on the island (Nozikov 1946:130). Surprisingly, the
people of Truk, the nearest neighbors to the Mortlocks, were
still unaffected by outside influences a full 10 years after
Lutke’s visit. When the trading bark PERU lay off an island
in the lagoon in 1832, Captain Eagleston noted that the
islanders “... have had little or no intercourse with other
nations” (Eagleston in Ward 1967(2):496-498). In 1838,
Dumont d’Urville found the people of Truk suspicious of the
French although desirous of iron as well as other trade items
(Dumot d’Urville 1843:120-167, 309-328).

Overall, the cultures in the eastern Carolines that were
being described by the Russian and French explorers were
traditional and little affected by outside influences.
However, the visits of Europeans were increasing and chanaes
were occurring rapidly. Certainly,
contact was more pronounced the
through the islands and the closer
noted that the Carolinians he met on
from those in the outer islands.

the influen~e of West&n
farther west one moved
one got to Guam. Lutke
Guam were very different
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They wear red shirts and straw hats; they
say “adios” and “si senor. “ But with
this “civilization, “ they are to their
free countrymen as a caged parrot is to
the magnificent flocks that enchant the
traveler in the forest. They are losing
their culture completely. There is not
even the shadow of that uninhibited
cheerfulness that they had before. There
is a certain trace of sadness in their
forced smile ... (Lutke 1835(2):123-124).

On Woleai, an island that experienced heavy traffic with the
Marianas, Lutke observed that the hospitality of the
islanders was much less than he had received elsewhere and
that thefts were more frequent. He concluded that “... the
more contact natives have with civilized men, the more
corrupt they become” (Lutke 1835(2):301).

The influence of Western culture, brought more and more
frequently to the islands by independent traders, continued
to grow throughout the first half of the nineteenth century.
In November 1833 the brig SPY, on a beche-de-mer voyage,
arrived at the island of Ponape to trade and reprovision.
Like many of his contemporaries, Captain Knight found the
island to have good harbors and an “... unlimited quantity of
firewood and most excellent water” (Wilson 1841). A variety
of foodstuffs could be easily obtained, and the islanders
were friendly. Ponape was considered “... an island very
well worth the attention of whalers” (James 1835).

In the five short years since Lutke had
rediscovered the island, Ponape had
already made something of a reputation
for itself. British whaleships out of
Sydney and merchant vessels on their run
from Australia to China were beginning to
make the island a regular port of call.
With them came the convicts from the
penal colonies in Australia, either as
stowaways or as seamen .... the captains
were usually only too happy to be rid of
these men by the time they reached the
first stopover. ...These runaway convicts
... became the first white men to live
for any length of time on the island
(Hezel 1983:110).

Ships trading for beche-de-mer and tortoise shell roamed
throughout the Caroline and Marshall islands. Kosrae, like
Ponape, was also a popular layover. By 1835 the Kosraeans
had gone from near isolation in 1824 to having “... not less
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than thirty runaways on the island ... many of them convicts”
(Sydney Gazette August 2, 1836). Tensions between Western
influences and demands upon the islanders and the Kosraean
traditional ways came to a head in 1835 when the brig WAVERLY
arrived at the island.

Sailors from the brig either coerced or kidnapped women on
the island and took them on board WAVERLY. The-incident that
followed was described in a newspaper story and was based
upon the eyewitness account of the high chief.

White man want to get gal go aboard
ship. King no like. In night white man
take plenty gal go aboard ship. In
morning, kanaka go board ship; big
island, small island, all go and kill
every man board ship. Whi~e man kill
some kanakas. Then kanakas take chests,
small things ashore, then set fire to
ship; burn sails, rigging, spars, casksl
everything belong to ship. Every white
man killed (The Friend, November
1854:82).

The attack on WAVERLY was repeated a few months later when
the trading schooner HONDURAS visited the island. With the
exception of the mate and stewardl the crew was killed. In
this instance, the two survivors escaped with the ship,
obtained crewmen from Ponape and eventually made their way to
Hawaii (Ward 1967(3):541-546).

As the number of ships moving through the region increased so
did the opportunity for conflict, Attacks on trading ships,
although not frequent, did occur, more often than not as a
result of some real or imagined breach of behavior on the
part of the sailors or as a result of some longstanding
enmity between the islanders and foreigners. Like the
incident with WAVERLY, these attacks often resulted in the
loss of the ship as well. The trading schooner DASH ran
aground on the western Caroline Island of Ngulu in March
1834, While the crew was attempting to free the ship, the
islanders attacked, killing three men and wounding the
captain. Captain Keating organized an escape of the
remainder of the crew on the ship’s boats, eventually making
it to Manila (Ward 1967(5):152).

In 1846 the brig WILLIAM NEILSON, on a trading mission in the
region, was attacked while at Ebon in the southern Marshall
Islands. The crew were killed and the ship destroyed by the
islanders . The year before, it was reported that Captain
Cheyne, on the ship NAID, also had trouble with the natives
of Ebon who killed one man (Ward 1967(4):324-326, 333-334).

114



In 1852, the schooner GLENCOE was also attacked and burned at
Ebon (Ward 1967(2):255, (4):327). That same year, SEA NyMpH~
on a trading voyage out of San Francisco, was attacked and
burned at Jaluit (Ward 1967(4):327).

The Gilbert Islands were no more safe for the independent
trader. In 1851, the brig RODOLPH was attacked and the ship
destroyed by the inhabitants of Tabiteuea (Ward
1967(6):541). Two years later the trader ROSA was attacked
at Tarawa.

. . . the brig Rosa, while on a trading
voyage among the South Pacific Islands,
was attacked at Tauroa [sic] by savages,
and the Captain and several of the crew
murdered. The natives, of who a large
number had been admitted on board the
vessel, commenced a simultaneous attack
upon the crew of the brig, killing or
overpowering six of their number and
forcing the survivors to seek refuge in
the cabin. They there procured arms and
ammunition ... and after a sharp
conflict, succeeded in overpowering the
natives --driving most of them overboard.
... Mr. Maiden, the second mate, upon
whom the command devolved, bore the
vessel up for Sydney/ where she arrived
in safety (Daily Evenina Travelerr
Boston, November 23, 1853 in Ward
1967(7):223).

Increased trading in the region also increased the number of
vessel losses from navigational errors, natural disasters, or
on-board conflicts. In 1810 the British trading ship MARTHA
was sunk after running aground on Palau’s southernmost atoll,
Helen’s Reef (Ward 1967(3)197). The London-based ISABELLA,
while on a passage from Sydney to Manila, wrecked in 1811 at
Oroluk Atoll near Ponape. The British-owned East India
Company ship CANTON ran aground on Taongi in the Marshall
Islands in 1832 (Ward 1967(7):222), and in 1844 the schooner
SHAW wrecked on a reef at Ponape (Ward 1967(6):145). The
survivors of these wrecks, while under a good deal of stress,
were not necessarily mistreated by the natives. The American
bark SARAH MOOERS, en route from Sydney to San Francisco,
wrecked on the reef at Ngatik in the eastern Caroline Islands
on December 2, 1853. Contemporary newspapers provide the
following account of the disaster.

The British ship Sea King arrived at Hong
Kong on the 2nd May, bringing from the
Raven Islands in the ... Pacific,
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eighteen passengers and the carpenter of
the wrecked ... Sarah Moore, of San
Francisco,

The Sarah Moore sailed from Sydney for
San Francisco on the 4th of September
last, having on board, besides the crew
eight cabin and twenty-two steerage
passengers. ...The vessel sailed for two
or three weeks in the direction of the
Friendly Islands, where the Captain
proposed trading. .,,

On the 4th December, the ship hove to off
Nottick [sic], one of the Raven Islands
whence the boat was sent ashore for hogs
and the master gave charge of the deck to
a European from the Island, who professed
to be a pilot. Suspicions were aroused
by the conduct of this man, who permitted
the vessel to drift on the rocks at high
water, The value of the cargo was
$2000. There were but five or six
natives on the island who treated the
passengers well.

On the 17th of March, the American
whalers Delta and Thomas hove in sight,
and sent boats ashore, taking off the
captain, cabin ladies, and crew, ...
Before this, two of the crew, three
passengers and a native started in a
ship’s boat for the island of Ascension
[Ponape]l but never after heard of and
are supposed to have perished. Among
those left on Nottick, were Mr. and Mrs.
Power, and two children, who endured
great privation until the 20th April,
when they, with the others remaining,
were rescued by the Sea King (The Friend,
September 1854 in Ward 1967(5):150-151),

Finally, the British-owned East India Company bark LADY
RAGLAN , while on a trading voyage from London to China,
wrecked on Helen’s Reef in 1854 (Hezel 1979:8-9).

Whalers

Although the Spanish had a profound effect on the people of
the Mariana Islands, and the early independent traders made
their presence known throughout Micronesia, it may be safely
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said that the American whalers presented the greatest impact
on the precolonial Caroline, Marshall and Gilbert islands.

Whaling expanded from the Atlantic into the Pacific just
before the turn of the nineteenth century. From 1793 to
1820, British whalers were among the first to scout the
mid-Pacific in search of whales. The first American
whaleship entered the Pacific Ocean while looking for whales
off New Zealand in 1804. Until 1815, Pacific whaling was
concentrated along the west coast of South America, referred
to as the “onshore grounds. ” After 1818, the “offshore
grounds, ” 1,000 miles off the coast of Peru, became the
favored hunting area. By then, however, the whaleships were
ranging as far north as San Francisco Bay, and by 1823
American whalers had visited Honolulu and more than 60 were
cruising off the “Japan grounds,” that large open area
between Hawaii and Japan (Bertrand 1967:261-262).

Once initiated, whaling increased rapidly in the Pacific; 119
American whaleships were reported hunting there in 1819, and
by 1840 that number had increased to more than 500 (Bertrand
1967:262). The ship captains quickly learned to follow the
migrations of the whales; in the spring they would hunt off
Japan, the summer would be spent in the Arctic, and during
the winter they cruised the equatorial grounds. It was
during these winter cruises that the whalers visited the
islands of eastern Micronesia.

Among the first islands to be visited on a regular basis were
the Gilberts. Nonouti was visited by the British whaleship
ANN AND HOPE in 1799; however, it was Tamana, first visited
in 1804, and Nikunau and Arorae, each first visited in 1825,
that received the vast majority of whalers in that island
group. Captains of whaling ships also made some discoveries
in the island group. Capt. J. Clerk, on the whaler JOHN
PALMER , was the first to sight Beru, which he named Maria’s
Island; Onotoa, which he named Eliza Island; and Tamana,
which he named Rotcher Island in 1826.

The first visits by whalers throughout eastern Micronesia
followed a general pattern of east to west and south to north
(refer to Figure 4.14). The Gilbert Islands received the
majority of their first visits between 1804 and 1827, and the
southernmost Marshall Islands of Namorik and Ebon were first
visited in 1835 and 1837, respectively. The far eastern
Caroline Islands of Ponape, Ngetik, Mwokil and Kosrae were
first visited between 1833 and 1842, while the southernmost
of the eastern Carolines, Kapingamarangir was first visited
in 1828 (Langdon 1979:31-38, 52-61, 106-107).

Without a doubt, however, the 1840s and 1850s were the period
of heaviest visitation by whalers throughout Micronesia.
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Wilkes (1845(5):484) described the American whaling industry
as “... whitening] the Pacific Ocean with its canvas. “

Ponape, at which about fifty ships had
called during the whole decade between
1830 and 1840, received thirty or forty
ships each year during the early 1850s
and more than fifty in its peak seasons
of 1855 and 1856. Kosrae ~ which never
became quite as popular as Ponape, was
visited by twenty or thirty ships a
season dur~nq the early 1850s ~..” (Hezel
1983:132). -

The whaleships were designed and equipped to not
and take whales but also to Drocess them. Because

only hunt
the whale

oil and bone or baleen could- be stored without spoilage and
later off-loaded in Honolulu for shipment to the East,
whaling voyages often lasted four to five years. It was
necessary, therefore, for the whalers to be able to obtain
wood , water and food from the Pacific Islands they visited.
Islands that could provide a liberal supply of these
much-needed items were visited by a steadily increasing
number of ships. By the early 1840s, it was reported that
“the people generally, except the aged members of the
community, have obtained a very extensive knowledge of the
English language, enough to make themselves pretty well
understood” (Baker in Ward 1967(3):575).

The whalers brought with them small items for trade,
including prized red calico shirts, gingham blouses,
tight-waisted dresses, palm-leaved bonnets, and printed
handkerchiefs. More importantly, however, the whalers
brought to the islanders western culture and a knowledge of
other places and things, Not infrequently the sailors would
desert ship to live, for a while, among the islanders,
Former deserters, or those stranded on the island for one
reason or another, often worked for island chiefs and acted
as trade intermediaries.

Unfortunately, whalers also brought western diseases.
Smallpox was brought to the island of Ponape in 1854 by the
whaleship DELTA. The dead sailor was buried on the island
and two additional crewmen, also infected, were left behind,
Before the disease ran its course, more than 2000 Ponapeans
--over a third of the population at that time--were dead. In
1855, influenza swept through Kosrae and killed several
hundred. Between 1830 and the end of the whaling period in
the 1860s, the population on Kosrae went from over 2,000 to
less than 700 (Hezel 1983:139-140). Venereal disease
including syphilis was rampant on Ponape and Kosrae and, as
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one might expect, this situation was little different on the
other islands habitually visited by the whalers.

Despite generally good relations between the whalers and
islanders, there were a number of incidents of violence
between the two groups. In the early whaling era, the
British ship NIMROD was attacked in November 1833 at
Macaskill Island (Pingelap) by natives; the captain and one
crewman were killed. The American whaler MENTOR ran aground
on a northerly reef of the Palau Islands in 1832.

.*O The ship ran on the rocks of the
Pellew Islands, on the night of the 21st
of May 1832 and the crew were saved by
taking to the boats. ... At daylight~
discovering part of the reef dry, they
directed their course to it, where they
passed that day and the following night.
The next morning they were visited by a
number of canoes full of natives of a
neighboring island, for the purpose of
plunder. The crew were finally robbed of
their clothing and left almost naked.
(Boston Daily Atlas August 10, 1833 in
Ward 1967(5):410).

Within a few days the crewmen reached Babelthuap, the largest
of the Palau islands, where they were treated fairly by the
natives. After spending some months on the island, several
of the stranded crewmen left in a whaleboat and a canoe in an
effort to reach the Celebes. Blown off course and short of
water, the eight men and three natives who accompanied them
landed on the island of Tobi. While on Tobi, the crewmen and
natives were treated as slaves and nearly half the group died
or were brutally killed there. Horace Holden, a survivor~
wrote a widely circulated account of the loss of MENTOR and
the subsequent rescue of the remainder of the crew (Holden
1836) .

In November 1834, the English whaleship CORSAIR left Oahu and
headed for the Kingsmill Islands (Gilberts) in search of
whales. After spending three weeks and obtaining 390 barrels
of sperm oil, they headed toward Drummond Island
(Tabiteuea). A contemporary newspaper provided the following
account of subsequent events:

On the 13th of January 13 [1835], being
in the leeward of Drummond’s Island, at 9
p.m. Capt. Venables thought he saw lights
ashore, or ordered the ship’s helm to be
put down; the man at the helm put it hard
up, and the ship immediately struck an
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unseen reef. Everything was done to get
the ship off, but in vain. The same
night a boat containing Mr. Smith, the
surgeon, and five men, was lost. The
other four boats were loaded through the
cabin windows with the most valuable
articles. At daylight saw the land about
8 miles to the northward. [The captain]
sent two coats to reconnoitre, which came
back at noon, saying there was a sand
bank in the bay, on which a vessel might
be built, that the natives appeared
friendly, and that they thought no danger
was to be apprehended from them. ...In
the morning two boats went to procure
goods from the ship; one boat’s crew
guarding those on shore.

The Captain’s boat had touched at another
point on the Island. About 250 natives
came from the main island and stated that
the captain and six men with him were
slain by the natives. They then attacked
the guard, three of who were wounded,
killing in return three natives. Both
parties then fled, the natives bearing
off goods. About two hours after the
arrival of the men at the [stranded] ship
a great number of canoes were on their
way to the ships, and it was decided to
set the ship on fire, which was done,
after obtaining bread, water and
clothing. The three [ship’s] boats, with
eighteen men, then started for Guam.
After much suffering they arrived at the
island of Rota, Feb. 11, having been 27
days in the boats (Essex Resister, March
3, 1836 in Ward 1967(6)536-7).

In 1836 the British whaleship FALCON was forced to spend
nearly three months at Kosrae because of adverse winds.
Finally, in April, Capt. C. Hingston weighed anchor and
depart for Ponape. After they arrived at Ponape, once again
strong winds prevented their departure. This ship was still
stranded in July, when it finally went onto the reef. While
the ship was disabled, natives on the island attacked,
killing the captain, mate and four of the crew (Hezel
1979:41, 90). That same year the American whaler AWASHONKS
was attacked in 1836 at Namorik in the Marshall Islands. In
this incident only the captain and first and second officers
were killed and the crew returned to Hawaii safely (Ward
1967(5):5).
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In the eastern Caroline Islands, Kosrae was not only the
scene of attacks on trading ships but on whalers as well. In
September 1842, the crew of the British whaleship HARRIET
were attacked. After killing the crew, the Kosraeans burned
and scuttled the ship in an act of revenge for wrongdoing to
island women (Hezel 1983:115-116, Ward 1967(3)564-566).

Many whaling ships were lost in the region simply as a result
of running aground and not as the result of any violence from
the natives. In 1844 the whaler COLUMBIA, under the command
of Captain Kelly, wrecked on Sydenham Island (Nanouti) in the
Gilberts (Ward 1967(4):419). Eight years later, another
whaler was lost in the Gilberts; the whaleship ONTARIO ran
aground on a reef at Pitts Island (Butaritari) in 1852 . The
ship struck at 4 a.m. on January 24 and within a few hours
was a wreck. The captain, crew and a portion of the cargo
were rescued by the schooner SUPPLY (Ward 1967(2):45). That
same year, GENII was abandoned at Kosrae in the eastern
Caroline Islands. The chief of the island, known as King
George, would not allow the crew to remain on the island and
forced them to depart in canoes or boats for Ascension Island
(Ponape) (Ward 1967(4):362).

The whaler PARAGON was being towed out of the harbor at
Strong Island (Kosrae) on March 20, 1853, when it drifted
on to the south reef and wrecked (Ward ~~~l\~)r:589). Six
years later the whaler LEXINGTON had “ “ troubles.
Captain Fisher of the stricken ship wrote of the loss.

We put into Strong’s Island on the 5th of
March [1853], for recruits, before going
North. A few days after we anchored
there, the wind came in to the eastward,
blowing straight into the passage, and we
did not get a chance to get out until the
morning of the first of April when we got
under weigh, with a fair wind from the
westward. Took the pilot on board, and
had two of the King’s boats and four of
the ship’s boats, towing the ship. When
we got about the middle of the passagel a
strong breeze from the eastward, with a
heavy sell, sprang up and took everything
aback, two anchors were let go and all
sail clewed up as quickly as possible,
but by the time the anchors brought up,
her stern struck the reef. The swell and
breakers continued to increase, as the
tide rose, and it was impossible to get
alongside with the boats; two of them got
broken to pieces .... By the exertions of
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the missionary, Mr. Snow, one of the
natives was persuaded to swim through the
surf with a line to the ship, by which
[the captain] and the crew that remained
[on board] were hauled on shore. In a
short time she struck, a great part of
her keel came out, and everything that
was in the cabin and the run was washed
off (Fisher in Ward 1967(3):603-604).

The Rev, S.C, Damon wrote to the Honolulu-based newspaper,
The Friend, with an account of the loss of the whaleship
MIANTONOMI at Ponape in November 1854.

The first whaler in was the Miantonomi,
Capt. Clement, in the last part of
September. The small pox, which had been
raging here and taken off about half the
natives, broke out among her crew after
she sailed. She in consequence returned,
and on the 20th of November was wrecked
on the outer reef, between the Bonatik
and Paniau harbors .,. (The Friend, Nov.
14, 1855 in Ward 1967(6):179).

The whaling era declined rapidly after the late 1850s and by
1869 only three ships landed at Kosrae during the season,
Ponape had only a few more, and the most popular stopovers in
the Gilberts, Tamana and Nikunau, reported only one ship each
(Langdon 1979:32,36,57,60). However, the event that
foreshadowed the end of whaling in Micronesia was not an
attack by natives or the loss of a ship on a remote reef; it
was the attack by a Confederate cruiser on Yankee whalers in
the Pacific.

The cruiser SHENANDOAH, captained by James Waddell, was
mandated to devastate the Union’s whaling fleet in the
Pacific; toward this end Waddell boarded a Hawaiian schooner
on March 30, 1865, to “inquire of the captain ... the
location of [the Yankee] whaling fleet, and ... immediately
steered a course in that direction” (Boston Evenina Courier
Aug 26, 1865 in Ward 1967(6):193). SHENANDOAH then surprised
the whalers HECTOR, EDWARD CAREY, HARVEST and PEARL in
Ponatik Harbor at Ponape, Waddell demanded the surrender of
the ships that were trapped in the harbor and claimed them as
prizes of war. The ships were stripped of useful gear and
whale oil and were burned at anchor. The crews, with the
exception of those who joined Waddell, were left at Ponape.
The Boston Eveninq Courier chronicled the events that
followed:
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The Shenandoah then set sail for Ochotsk
Sea, where on the 27th of May she
captured the whaling ship Abigail, Capt.
Nye, with 30 bbls. of sperm oil. After
remaining alongside the Abigail one day,
and taking from her such clothing, small
arms and liquors as were wanted, she was
committed to flames, and with the
Abigail’s crew on board, the pirates set
sail for the Arctic Ocean. Soon after
the crew of the Abigail went on board
Shenandoah, T.S. Manning, who ~ognbeen
[Abigail’s ] second officer, A.
Dowden, boatsteere, and thirteen men,
mostly Sandwich Islanders, joined the
pirates .... [Manning ] joined the
Shenandoah as pilot, and steered the
pirate towards our whaling fleet, and
gave the rebe1 commander the ...
information as to where it lay. The
Shenandoah arrived off Cape Thaddeus at
the entrance to the Arctic Ocean, on the
20th of June. Here she encountered the
Euphrates, Capt. Hathaway, with two
whales, which was burnt on the 21st
June. The next day, she fell in with,
and burnt the Wm. Thompson, Capt Tucker,
and the Jireh Swift, Capt. Williams,
having four whales each (Ward
1967(6):193-194).

Before Waddell was finished, he had used SHENANDOAH to
capture and burn 34 whaling ships and capture and bond 4
more (Starbuck 1878: 103) . This proved to have a ~ri:;:
impact on the already depleted whaling fleet.
beginning of the Civil War, the United States government had
purchased and scuttled more than 40 old whaleships at the
mouths of the Charleston and Savannah harbors in an effort to
block those ports (Starbuck 1878:101).

A final blow occurred in the fall of 1871, when the Arctic
whaling fleet, consisting of 34 ships~ was destroyed by ice
off Point Belcher. The ships, having worked their way well
into the Arctic, were trapped when a southwest wind drove
pack ice inshore, immediately catching several ships and
quickly packing small ice around the remainder.

The heavy floe-ice grounded in
shoal-water and between it and shore lay
the ships, with scarcely room to swing at
their anchors .... Nothing but ice was
visible offshore ... the only clear water
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being where they lay, and that narrowed
to a strip from 200 yards to half a mile
in width, and extending from Point
Belcher to two or three miles south of
Wainwright inlet .... every day the ice
packed more and more closely around the
doomed vessels.

..0 The next day the bark Awashonks [was
crushed]. ... The peril was now apparent
to all ... the little clear water that
remained was rapidly fillinq with ice and
closinq arofind - them- (Starbuck
1878:165-106) .

On September 14, 1871, the fleet was
the Arctic fleet, when coupled with
by SHENANDOAH in the Pacific in 1865
kerosene in the early 1860s, brought
to a close.

Missionaries

abandoned. The loss of
the devastation wreaked
and the introduction of
the whaling era quickly

When whaling was at its peak in the late 1840s and 1850s, two
other activities were making their influences felt in the
region: the missionaries and the copra traders.

American missionary activity in the Pacific began in the
Hawaiian Islands in the 1820s when the Boston-based American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions established its
first mission. As a result of its success in Hawaii~ by the
1850s the board was ready to begin establishing missions in
Micronesia. The first mission established was at Kosrae.
Three American couples and two Hawaiian deacons with their
wives arrived on the island in August 1852 and requested
permission to stay. The high chief of the island, known as
King George, gave Benjamin Snow and one of the Hawaiian
couples permission to set up a mission. The remainder of the
group travelled to Ponape in hopes of establishing a mission
there.

On Ponape the missionaries were given permission to set up a
station in the area of Kiti Harbor. The nahnken of Kiti, a
young influential leader on the island, welcomed the
missionaries and provided them with a piece of land for their
use. Albert Sturges, Luther Gulick, and the Hawaiian deacon
Ka’aikaula, quickly settled in at Rohnkiti. A short time
later, Gulick obtained permission to set up a second mission
on Ponape in Madolenihmw, overlooking the main harbor.

Despite the smallpox epidemic that swept through Ponape in
1854, the intertribal warfare between chiefs vying for the
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support of followers, and the tremendous decline in the
population that both of these events brought about, the
missions continued. During the worst of the epidemic and
short ly thereafter, Sturges and Gulick even considered
abandoning the Ponape mission and moving to either the
Gilberts or Marshalls. However, the missionaries persisted
and mission schools were set up and church services were
given to ever-increasing numbers of islanders. Although the
missionaries felt that it was just a matter of time before
the population of Ponape and its outliers died out, they did
not hesitate to hold services whenever they found an
audience, and in fact found that the islanders on Pingelap,
Ngatik and Mokil were eager to have missions established.

Surprisingly, the teachings of the missionaries on Ponape
were not openly opposed, and their attack on prostitution,
alcohol, the “heathen” custom of feasting and the belief in
spirits did not excite much resistance. The islanders belief
in spirits, the basis of their traditional religion, was
already declining as a result of the many outside influences
converging on the small island. It was the missionaries
opposition to kava and all of the rituals associated with its
use that eventually separated the converted Christian from
the heathen and posed the most difficult problems.

To hold a feast of any sort without the
ritual kava drinking was unthinkable.
Any Ponapean man worthy of the name was
expected to grow the plant, indeed the
cultivation of kava was an important
avenue for achieving prestige in the
society.

When the missionaries singled out kava
drinking as a special object of reproach,
they did so not simply because of the
drug’ s association with the evils of
alcohol, but because it, more than
anything else, symbolized an adherence to
the old heathen ways (Hezel 1983:153).

The missionaries’ influence on Ponape was apparent and
growing by the late 1850s. With the availability of iron
tools , clothing, muskets and other western items, women were
beginning to wear dresses and men wanted cash payments for
their work instead of tobacco or trade items; in short, the
islands’ inhabitants were becoming more sophisticated. The
religious hymns taught to the islanders were being sung even
by those who did not attend church services, and missionary
teachings were being passed by word of mouth (Hezel
1983:155). Although there was a resurgence of the
traditional religion and some confrontations occurred between
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the Christians and “heathens” in the early 1860s, in 1866
Christians numbered more than 3,000 on the island, and by the
end of 1867, the missionaries stated they “...have reached
what may be called the second stage of our work, the great
mass of the people have abandoned heathenism” (Sturges in
Hezel 1983:158).

The mission on Kosrae, although supported by King George and
generally successful, met with much more resistance among the
population. After the King’s death in 1854, the attendance
at services dropped dramatically and there were those who
wanted the missionary Benjamin Snow, expelled from the
island. Kanka, George’s successor, neither fully supported
nor openly hindered the missionary’s work. It was not until
Snow began preaching on Ualang, the main island, that Kanka
was opposed. The traditional religion was strong there, and
the island priests warned the people that they would be in
deep danger if they listened to the missionary. A fishing
accident to one of Snow’s disciples was offered as proof of
the danger of listening to the missionary; as a result,
attendance at services dropped to nearly nothing. Snow was
forced to limit his preaching to the small island of Lelu
(Hezel 1983:158-164).

In 1855 and 1856, influenza ripped through the island and
took hundreds of lives. In an effort to restore the old
order, the chiefs reinstituted the traditional religious
teachings, much to the dismay of Snow, and in 1857 all
foreigners, with the exception of the missionary and his
family, were expelled from the island. It was not until 1858
that any real progress was made toward Christianization of
the islanders. That year a Kosraean convert went back to
Ualang to preach; his surprising success renewed Snow’s hope
for the establishment of a permanent mission. By 1862 when
Snow left to establish a mission on Ebon in the Marshall
Islands, the church had a following of nearly 200 and the
demise of the chiefly class was imminent (Hezel
1983:164-167) .

Despite the reputation that the Marshallese had for violence
against foreigners, mission activities were initiated in the
islands in 1857 with the arrival of Edward and Sarah Deane.
Their way was paved in 1855 by another missionary, Dr. George
Pierson, newly assigned to Kosrae. While en route to his
assignment, Pierson traveled on board a whaler that stopped
in the Marshall Islands. By coincidence, the ship visited
Ailinglapalap where the most influential and most feared
chief in the Marshalls was collecting tribute and visiting.
For some reason Kaibuke, the chiefJ was receptive to the
missionary and sent Pierson to Ebon as a preliminary step to
the establishment of the mission. Two years later, when the
Doanes and Pierson returned to Ebon on the missionary packet
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MORNING STAR, they brought with them Hiram Bingham and a
Hawaiian teacher, Kanoa, who would travel on to establish a
mission on Abaiang in the Gilberts.

Because of the patronage of Kaibuke, the mission on Ebon
flourished. From the very beginning, over 100 islanders
attended church services, and when chiefs from neighboring
islands visited with their retinues, they too attended m
masse. Fortunately for the missionaries, the island’s
population was not a stable one. As a result of the constant
interisland travel, the Marshallese spread the mission’s
teachings throughout the archipelago. “Word of the sermons
goes out from the missionaries to their immediate neighbors,
and via them to others of the north” (Pierson in Hezel
1983:203).

The missionaries did not have kava or alcohol problems to
contend with when they arrived and tobacco was not widely
used. There was “... no rowdyism, no fighting, and no
opposition from whites biased against the missionaries ....“
(American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (ABCFM)
Dn-A 23 Mar 1859) and the Marshallese feasts were not
represented by “...gluttonous eating, drinking
intoxication and wild revelry ....“ (Deane, ABCFM DN-A 23 M~;
1859) that occurred on other islands. As a result of the
missionaries proscription against tattooing, it was no longer
openly practiced on Ebon, and by 1860 the majority of the
islanders would not work on the Sabbath. Mission success in
the Marshalls was linked to the success in the schools.
Within a few years several schools were opened on other
islands, and by 1869 Marshallese, educated at the mission
school , were themselves teaching and spreading the Gospel
(Hezel 1983:202-209).

It is not surprising that as the missionaries’ influence
increased among the islanders, the Marshallese chiefs became
less enthusiastic about their presence and their teachings.

Although the chiefs outwardly maintained
their polite and deferential posture
toward the missionaries for a while, the
chill deepend year by year. With the
death of Kaibuke ... who had acted as a
check on lesser chiefs to keep opposition
within bounds, their hostility became
more open. The chiefs soon dropped any
pretense of attending religious services
... and began terrorizing the Christian
neophytes among their subjects (Hezel
1983:208).
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In spite of the open animosity of the chiefs, the mission
grew quickly during the 1860s. By 1865 Hawaiian teachers
were on Namorik and Jaluit in the Ralik chain, and in 1869
Mili and Majuro in the Ratak chain had missions established.
Shortly thereafter, missions were established on Arno and
Maloelap, and by 1875 seven islands had missions (Hezel
1983:209) .

The packet MORNING STAR I was purchased by the American Board
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions in 1856. The ship was
used to support the various missions and transport passengers
and cargo throughout the region. Not only did the packet
bring missionaries~ it also brought those who would just
observe and report. In 1861, the editor of the
Honolulu-based newspaper, The Friend, travelled on MORNING
STAR to provide “.., our readers with a series of descriptive
sketches ,...“ about the islands and its people, among them
the still relatively little-known Gilbert Islands (Ward
1967(4):397).

The mission on Abaiang was flourishing in 1861, and it was
reported that the missionaries had made a good beginning in
the region. Portions of the New Testament, hymns, and
textbooks had been printed in the native language and a
school established. The chief of the Abaiang regularly
attended the church services and participated in prayer
meetings (Ward 1967(4):409-411). On Tarawa ~ similar
successes were achieved; the chief took the missionary
families under his protection and encouraged attendance at
sermons. A school was established on Tarawa that could boast
its “... pupils could answer questions equal to the advanced
classes in the very best Sabbath Schools of Christian lands”
(Ward 1967(4):410).

At the beginning of the 1860s, the total population of the
Gilbert Islands was estimated to be 50,500. Trade was
limited to coconut oil in exchange for tobacco and arms.
With the arrival of the missionaries, the islanders began
requesting cloth, knives, hatchets and other articles. The
chief of Abaiang even purchased lumber for the construction
of a small house (Ward 1967z(4) :417-418). This was a
dramatic difference in the Gilbertese acculturation as Dr.
Gulick described the islanders as little changed from their
traditional way of life when the missionaries first arrived
in 1857.

Although generally the missionaries had little to fear from
the natives, and no attacks on their ships are reported, the
missionary service was not without its mishaps. After the
final voyage of MORNING STAR I to Micronesia in 1861 (Ward
1967(4):397), the packet was replaced by a second ship,
MORNING STAR II. The second MORNING STAR continued the
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support of the missions in Micronesia until October 1869
when it wrecked on an offshore reef at Kosrae. Captain
Tengstrom reported the following regarding the disaster.

The brig Morning Star left the south
harbor of Strong’s Island [Kosrae], for
Honolulu, at 3:30 on the 18th of October,
with a light wind offshore. Were towed
out with two of the brig’s boats and the
pilot boat. At 5 P.M., the pilot and all
shore hands left the vessel, and one of
the brig’s boats was sent to get some
lines which had been left on the reef.
At 6:15 the boat returned and was taken
on board the brig, which was at this time
fully three miles from shore, with wind
very light, N. by W. During the evening,
which was cloudy and dark, it was found
that the brig had drifted in shore with a
strong current, the boats at once manned
and sent ahead to tow her off; but still
the vessel kept drifting in. Finding
that nothing could be done to keep her
off shore, the port anchor was let go at
8:32 P.M. in twenty-five fathoms of
water. At 10 P.M., a squall came up ...
the eastward which appeared very
threatening, but gave us hope that by
slipping the anchor, we might get out to
sea before the force of the squall struck
the vessel. Everything was made ready
for this emergency, as the squall struck
us, the fore and aft sails were hoisted,
the chain slipped and for a moment the
vessel went ahead; but the heavy rollers
which came in checked her headway, and
before she could gather again, she struck
a little aft of the mainmast, the next
sea lifting her broadside on to the
rocks. ... At 11 P.M. the passengers were
sent ashore in one of the boats, at great
peril. At 11:30 the foremast was cut
away. A heavy wave which had broken over
the vessel made a complete wreck of
everything on deck and “ the
cabin-staterooms, doors and f~rniture
being completely smashed by its force,
and all the clothing, stores,
etc. ,scattered and destroyed. At 1:30
the boat returned from the harbor, three
miles distant. At every sea washing
entirely over the vessel, nothing could
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The first copra
trading schooner
Hoffschlaeger and
in early 1859.

station in the region was on Ebon. The
PFEIL, owned by the German firm of

Stapenhorst, landed the first two traders
PFEIL traveled throughout the islands in

support of the copra trade and in 1861 brought all the
materials to set up a small coconut oil extraction plant,
the first in the region. Although the coconut had been used
extensively throughout the Pacific by the islanders for
cooking and as an ointment, it was not until 1840 that
Westerners first recognized its commercial potential in the
manufacture of candles and soaps.

One of the largest of the trading firms, and one that quickly
spread throughout the Pacific, was J. C, Godeffroy & Sohn.

be done further to save her or the
effects; and at 2 A.M., the officers and
crew went on shore. They returned at
daylight, but found everything so
completely destroyed by the breakers,
that nothing could be saved (Tengstrom
quoted in The Pacific Commercial
Advertiser, Feb. 5, 1870 in Ward
1967(3):613-615).

MORNING STAR II was replaced by MORNING STAR III, which
served the missionaries without serious mishap until 1884,
when it too wrecked at Kosrae. Capt. George Garland arrived
at the island initially on November 13 to take off the
officers and crew of STAGHOUND, which had wrecked in August.
The ship then visited Ponape and Truk and on its return to
Kosrae in February 1884 went aground as it was entering the
harbor (ABCFM 1852-1909:Ix; Garland to Prudential Committee,
20 Mar 1884; Hezel 1979:110).

Copra and Labor Traders

During the first half of the 1800s, general trade continued
throughout the region. However, not long after the arrival
of the first missionaries on Ebon in 1857, a different type
of trade began and a different type of trader entered the
islands. These were the copra agents and traders who
established permanent stations on the islands and settled in
the region. Eight trading ships visited Ebon in 1860, and in
1861 the first coconut oil factory was established. With the
copra traders came both prostitution and disease, Influenza
swept through the island in February 1859, and measles and
influenza struck in 1861. In 1863, a virulent form of
typhoid further reduced the population. Venereal disease
including syphilis spread rapidly through the Marshalls and
Gilberts as the trading ships began more extensive visits
throughout those archipelagos.
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The German-owned company set up an agency in Samoa in 1857
and established its commercial predominance in central
Polynesia within a few years. Godeffroy’s influence expanded
even more rapidly after it perfected a more efficient method
of collecting the oil than pressing and shipping it in casks;
the coconuts were split, dried and transported in sacks. The
dried coconut meat produced a purer oil and the “chaff” could
be used for cattle feed (Firth 1977:5). Not only was it more
efficient, it was also cheaper to transport. In 1869
Godeffroy’s agents were sprinkled throughout the Gilbert
Islands, and by 1873 there were five stations in the
Marshalls. After 1876 Godeffroy stations were located from
Tahiti to the Marianas, including the Carolines. A fleet of
eight large trading ships supported the company’s stations,
visiting once or twice a year to collect the copra, turtle
shell, and beche-de-mer and leaving supplies (Firth 1977:5).

Godeffroy & Sohn was joined by other German firms. Fred
Hennings and Ruge, Hedemann & Company both set up business in
Fiji in 1863. Adolph Capelle & Company set up a station on
Ebon in 1859 and eventually became Godeffroy’s agents. In
1874, Eduard and Franz Hernsheim established stations on
Malakal in Palau and in 1876 in the Marshall Islands. By
1879 the Hernsheim trading interests were firmly established
throughout the Marshall and Gilbert islands and their
business headquarters were on Jaluit (Firth 1977:5-6). The
Germans were joined in Micronesia by Crawford & Company of
Honolulu and Henderson and & McFarlane of Auckland (Hezel
1873:212).

Competition was brisk between the trading firms and, as a
result of several financial setbacks, by December 1879,
Godeffroy & Sohn was on the verge of bankruptcy. Unable to
maintain its hold on the market, the company sold its
interests to the large German firm of Deutsche Handels und
Plantagen-Gesellschaft der Sudesse Inselen zu Hamburg
(DHPG ). Along with Hernsheim & Company the DHPG dominated
the copra trade until the German annexation of the Marshalls
in 1885.

By the end of the 1870s the Marshallese,
Gilbertese, and Caroline Islanders had
become accustomed to ship’s biscuit, beer
and Schnaps, as well as the usual cotton
and iron goods. Some Marshallese chiefs
dressed their wives in silk, mostly
bought on credit from the trader, and
supplied them with sewing machines, while
at Yap in the Carolines, a chief paid
M4,000 for an old machine-gun of the
Bavarian army (Firth 1977:6).
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The copra trading houses not only changed the traditional
processing of copra, they also changed the manner in which it
was produced. All things being favorable, coconut
plantations were more profitable than independent
collectors. Plantations were established throughout the
region after 1876, which provided the European grower with
final say about the production and price of the processed
coconuts. This also ensured a greater profit for the
trader. Despite price fluctuations and changes in trading
firms, copra continues to this day to be an important
agricultural product in the Caroline, Marshall and Gilbert
islands.

Not surprisingly, the increased general trade and copra
production within the islands resulted in a number of
shipping losses and accidents related to that activity. The
schooner FLYING FOX wrecked at Sydenham Island (Nonouti) in
the Gilberts in 1848 (Ward 1967(4):419). In 1865 or 1866
EBBA BRAHE, “a full-rigged ship bound for Chinar” wrecked on
a reef at Ngulu in the western Caroline Islands (Tetens
1958:64). In 1859 the Belgian ship CONSTANCE wrecked on
...an unknown reef in the Caroline Islands on the 9th of

;uly” (Ward 1967(2):93). That same year the Hoffschlaeger &
Stapenhorst-owned schooner PFEIL ran aground in the lagoon at
Ebon.

In entering the passage leading to the
lagoon, and the wind suddenly shifting,
the schooner struck midway on the rocks,
where she remained one and a half hours,
striking heavily several times. With
great exertion of the crew and with the
help of the natives from ashore, the
schooner was got off and anchored to the
leeward of the island. ,.. [after arriving
at Guam] a survey having been held ...
the schooner was condemned and sold (Ward
1967(2):244).

In 1861, the trading ship NORNA wrecked on Oroluk in the
eastern Carolines. When the captain and crew reached Guam,
he also reported that two other vessels were wrecked in the
same vicinity (Ward 1967(5):343). After trading and
collecting copra throughout the region, the German schooner
MARIA, owned by Hoffschlaeger and Stapenhorst, wrecked on a
reef at Ebon on February 4, 1863 (Blodgett in Ward
1967(4):338; Hezel 1979:124). Elsewhere in the Marshall
Islands, the German trading schooner FRANZ out of Hamburg was
attacked and destroyed at Rongrik. The natives murdered the
shore party, took the vessel, killed the rest of the crew and
burned the ship. Finally, in 1863 the trader CLARA D.
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ROBBINS wrecked on Majuro; on board was the well-known copra
agent Adolph Capelle (Hezel 1979:125).

The British-owned bark SYRINGA, bound to China, lost its fore
and main topmasts during a squall when just north of the
Gilberts. SYRINGA eventually arrived at Jaluit where

. . . the carpenter commenced cutting out
and fitting new topmasts; but before this
had been accomplished the wind had veered
to the westward, and the vessel swinging
to, touched with the stern on the rocks
and was wrecked. Capt. Pease, of the
Water Lilly, brought [sic] the wreck for
$500 taking away with him seventeen
sails, two boats complete, and a large
quantity of other gear ... (Pacific
Commercial Advertiser, Feb. 12, 1870 in
Ward 1967(3):355).

In the western Caroline Islands, the English trading bark
RENOWN , under the command of Capt. G. E. Adams, wrecked at
Palau on February 9, 1870. The crew remained under the care
of the chief of Koror for nearly two months before they were
rescued by the British warship HMS RINALDO. It was reported
that the “crew was treated with the greatest possible
kindness and hospitality” (Robinson 1870 in Hezel 1979:11).
A few months later, after trading throughout the Marshalls,
the schooner MALOLO arrived in Ponape on May 30. Capt. E. A.
Pitman reprovisioned and, after taking several Chinese
laborers on board to return to Shanghai, departed on July 17,
1870. As he was attempting to leave the harbor, the ship
went aground on a reef (Bridges 1870).

The American ship BELVEDERE, out of Savannah on a
pearl-diving cruise, wrecked on a reef near Yap in 1871
(Klingman 1950:16-17). In the Marshalls, the British bark
CORYPHAEUS wrecked on a reef at Ailuk Atoll on August 23,
1871. The captain and crew were well treated and on
September 3 the majority of the crew departed in two of the
ship’s boats. In April 1872, the remaining crewmen were
rescued by the HMS BARROSA (Moore 1872; Shadwell 1873).

In 1873 the Honolulu-based bark KAMEHAMEHA V was reported
wrecked at Ponape (Sturges to Pogue, Aug 2 and July 25/ 1873
in Hezel 1983:879). The next year the blackbirder Bully
Hayes in LEONORA, later wrecked in Kosrae, visited the
abandoned KAMEHAMEHA V and salvaged what he could from the
site (Goodenough 1875:1675). Ironically, KAMEHAMEHA V was
the same ship that rescued the crews of the stranded whalers
destroyed by the Confederate raider SHENANDOAH in 1865. Well
known throughout the region, the trading ship was
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commissioned by the Hawaiian Government and the owners, D.
Foster & Company, were to be paid $5,000 per head for the
return of Hawaiian seaman from Ascension (Ward 1967(6):198).

In September 1874, the brig ALFRED, owned by Godeffroy &
Company and under the command of Captain Ganter, arrived at
Jaluit to trade and take on copra. After completing its
business, the ship wrecked on the reef while trying to leave
(Wawn 1874:151-5; Hezel 1979:132) . The next year, 1875, the
Russian-built bark JULIE REITZ, owned by Capelle Company, was
driven ashore and wrecked during a typhoon while anchored at
Jaluit. Two other schooners belonging to Capelle were
wrecked at the same time (Colcord 1875; Hezel 1979:132).
Finallyl in 1880 the schooner LILLA, owned by the trader
O’Keefe, wrecked at Melekeok in Palau (McGuiness 1882; Hezel
1979:24).

As commercialism in the form of plantations grew throughout
the Central and South Pacific, so did the demand for labor.
When Godeffroy sold its holdings in 1879, the company’s copra
and cotton plantations covered an area of 4,337 acres and
employed 1,210 laborers, mostly Gilbertese and New Hebrideans
(Firth 1977:7). A wide variety of crops was tried in the
islands, but only copra, sugar, coffee, cocoa, vanilla,
fruit, cotton and rubber were of any commercial success.
These crops required the presence of cheap labor, It wasn’t
long before the plantation owners were looking to Micronesia
for workers.

Because many of the island peoples were unwilling to work as
wage labor, the problems of obtaining sufficient numbers of
workers arose. The demand for labor in the mines of Peru,
the coffee plantations of Central America, the sugar cane
fields of Hawaii, and the cotton and sugar cane fields of
Queensland produced the independent labor “recruiter” to fill
the gap. The recruiter would visit the less frequented
islands and induce or coerce islanders to sign contracts
committing them to work at an island or mainland plantation.
In return for their labor, the islanders were to be fed~
paidt and when the contract was completed, returned home.
The plantation owners paid the recruiters, or blackbirders as
they were more commonly known, so much per worker delivered.
The first indentured islanders were taken into Australia in
1847 by Benjamin Boyd (Oliver 1951:128); however, the labor
trade did not take on massive proportions until the 1860s.

As early as 1872, Honolulu and Sydney newspapers were
publishing articles about the “man-stealers of the Pacific”
(The Friend, May 1872), As competition for island laborers
increased, the blackbirders became even more efficient
slavers.
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